
P a s a d e n a  U n i f i e d  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  
E l e m e n t a r y  A r t s  A t - A - G l a n c e  

The Pasadena Unified School District (PUSD) Arts Education Office connects 
Pasadena's passion for the visual and performing arts to the classrooms of the 
PUSD. Through compelling, standards-based arts instruction in visual arts, 
music, dance and drama, Pre-K-12th grade students develop the four C’s – 
communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity – through the 
arts.  PUSD is proud to be a part of Los Angeles County's Arts for All initiative. 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Drama and Dance programs round out the arts programs in PUSD and include artist residencies from The 
Music Center of Los Angeles, AMAN Dance Educators, Lineage Dance, and other community arts partners.  
Student performances occur every winter and spring, and students attend professional performances at the 
Pasadena Playhouse, A Noise Within, Sierra Madre Playhouse and other cultural institutions. 

For more information contact Jennifer Olson, District Arts Coordinator at the PUSD Arts Education Office at  
626-396-3600, ext. 88129, olson.jennifer@pusd.us or visit our department page on the web at www.pusd.us 

My Masterpieces: Discovering Art in My Community is an award-winning 
partnership of the Pasadena Educational Foundation, PUSD, and ten museums and 
arts organizations.  Through My Masterpieces, all students in grades K-6 experience 
one of Pasadena’s cultural treasures each year: Kidspace, The Huntington, the City 
of Pasadena’s Public Art Walking Tour, the Gamble House, Pasadena Museum of 
History, Pasadena Museum of California Art, the Norton Simon Museum, the 
Armory Center for the Arts, and USC Pacific Asia Museum.  Artists from Side Street 
Projects work with all third-grade students to learn woodworking skills, and 
California Art Club artists visit fourth-grade classrooms to support the program. 

Annual exhibition and performance opportunities showcase the boundless 
talent and energy of PUSD students.  The No Boundaries student art 
exhibition showcases student artwork from every PUSD school in a public 
venue and features over 400 drawings, paintings, sculptures, photographs, 
and videos by Kindergarten-12th grade students. All-District Music 
Festivals, bring together orchestra, band, and choral students from all 
schools to perform together each year. 
 

Instrumental Music programs begin in 4thgrade with band and string 
orchestra offered at all schools, and guitar, keyboards and recorders offered 
at some locations. Silver Burdett Making Music is the District’s K-5 general 
music curriculum taught by classroom teachers. Pasadena Symphony, the 
Pasadena Conservatory, & Education Through Music - LA partner with 
schools to deliver additional music instruction. A partnership with Little Kids 
Rock supports modern band instruction during and after school.  PUSD is 
actively developing an all-district elementary orchestra with support from the 
Pasadena Symphony. 

Sequential, CA standards-based Visual Art instruction begins in Pre-K and 
continues through to secondary Advanced Placement courses. K-5 
elementary classroom teachers utilize SRA Art Connections and participate 
in visual arts professional development with community partners like the 
Armory Center for the Arts and Huntington Library, Art Collections & 
Botanical Gardens.  Teachers are encouraged to integrate the arts with 
other subjects such as language arts, social studies, math and science. 
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