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Required Reading:  
 

✓ The Tiger Rising by Kate DiCamillo (fiction) AR 4.0, 3 points 

✓ Any book from the “Who Was?” series.  Visit 

http://www.whowasbookseries.com/who-was/ for a list of book selections.  Please do 

not select Who Is Malala? or Who Is Sonia Sotomayor? 

 
How to Gain Access to Books: 

These books are available for purchase on Amazon, Vroman’s, and at other bookstores. There are 

currently several websites offering free access to ebooks and audiobooks during the Stay at Home 

order.  Below is a list of a few you will want to investigate as soon as possible as many offers will 

expire soon.  Your local library may also have ebooks and audiobooks available. You may want to also 

reach out to Blair students who read these books last year.  They may have a copy they can loan you. 

• https://www.getepic.com/ 

• http://esl-bits.net/ 

• https://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/ 
 

Should you have trouble locating a copy of any book, contact Miss McLaughlin via email at 

mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us and she will assist you.   

 

Completing the Assignments: 

 
All work must be completed using your PUSD Google account.  If you do not have a PUSD Google 

account, please complete the work in a personal Google account.  Do not use your previous school 

account as you will need to have access to your work when school resumes.  Your English Language 

Arts teacher will provide you with a way to turn in your assignment when school resumes.  Do not 

share or email the assignment.  Contact your teacher or Miss McLaughlin if you have difficulties 

completing the assignment electronically.   
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Essential Question to consider:  
• What insights can we gain from the character we read about, and how might those insights 

guide our own choices?  
 

Assignment DIRECTIONS for The TIGER RISING: 

Complete the following assignment for each book.  As you are reading this novel, answer the following 

questions on a separate sheet of paper. Answer your questions in complete sentences. Restate the question 

in your response. Explain your answers. 

To earn full credit for this assignment, questions need to be answered fully and completely.  At least 

a paragraph for each question is suggested in order to do a good job: 

Prediction: 

1. What clues does the book cover give you about the story? 

2. After reading the first paragraph, what do you predict will happen? 

3. How does the author try to pull you into the story? Does it work? 

Setting: 

1. Describe the setting (the place, time, and location) of the story and the time period. 

2. Does the setting remind you of anywhere you have been? 

3. Do you think the setting fits the story? Why? 

Characters: 

1. Who are the main characters? 

2. Who is your favorite character? What makes this character your favorite? 

3. Do you think the character(s) fit(s) the story? Why? 

Plot: 

1. Conflict: What does the character want or need? What are they struggling to get? How are they 

solved? 

2. How would you solve these problems? Please explain. 

3. Does this story plot remind you of any other story you’ve read? Discuss. 

Conclusion: 

1. Did the ending make sense to you? Why? 

2. If you could change the ending, how would you change it? 

3. If you could write a sequel, what would happen next? 

Mood: 

1. Describe a scene in the book that made you laugh. What was funny? 

2. Describe a sad scene. Did it remind you of anything you’ve experienced? 

3. What was the most exciting part of the book? How did it make you feel? 

Insight: 

• What insights did you learn from the characters in this novel?  How might those insights guide 

your own choices in life?  Explain your ideas.    
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Assignment DIRECTIONS for Who Was? Book series: 
 

1. As you read the book, make a list of 20 important facts you learned. 

2. Select 3 important facts from your list and write a good/detailed paragraph explaining each one.  

You will need one good/detailed paragraph for EACH fact. 

3. Write a good paragraph recommendation of the book.  In other words, why should someone 

read this book? 

 
 

Common Core Standards Addressed in this Assignment: 

Reading Standards for Literature: 1 - Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its 

development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.  2 - Analyze how 

particular elements of a story or drama interact (e.g., how setting shapes the characters or plot).  

Writing Standards: 1- Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 2 - 

Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information 

through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.  

 

IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

• Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, 

physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, 

communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

 

ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

• The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

• This is a required assignment for your 7h grade language arts class. 

• This is not an extra credit assignment. 

• Complete your work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  Your teacher will provide 

that information after school starts. 

• An in-class AR reading quiz will be given after the due date to measure your 

understanding of both required texts from this assignment.  

• Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still required 

to complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional provisions to 

this policy if the student entered school after the first day; however, this assignment is still 

mandatory. 

• This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period. 
 

 

Questions?  

Contact Christine McLaughlin, 7th Grade English: mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us  


