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Required Reading:  

✓ Barking at the Choir by Gregory Boyle 
 

 

How to Gain Access to Books: 

These books are available for purchase on Amazon, Vroman’s, and at other bookstores. There 

are currently several websites offering free access to ebooks and audiobooks during the Stay at 

Home order.  Below is a list of a few you will want to investigate as soon as possible as many 

offers will expire soon.  Your local library may also have ebooks and audiobooks available. You 

may want to also reach out to Blair students who read these books last year.  They may have a 

copy they can loan you. 

• https://www.getepic.com/ 

• http://esl-bits.net/ 

• https://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/ 
 

Should you have trouble locating a copy of any book, contact Miss McLaughlin via email at 

mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us and she will assist you.   

 

 

Completing the Assignments: 

 
All work must be completed using your PUSD Google account.  If you do not have a PUSD 

Google account, please complete the work in a personal Google account.  Do not use your 

previous school account as you will need to have access to your work when school resumes.  

Your English Language Arts teacher will provide you with a way to turn in your assignment 

when school resumes.  Do not share or email the assignment.  Contact your teacher or Miss 

McLaughlin if you have difficulties completing the assignment electronically.   
 

 

2020 Blair School Summer 

Reading/Senior Defense 
An International Baccalaureate 

Incoming 12th grade 
 

 

Due Monday, 

August 26th 

https://www.getepic.com/
http://esl-bits.net/
https://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/
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DIRECTIONS: 

1. For the novel, answer the following writing prompt. Be sure to cite specific 

examples from the text to support your conclusions. 

Father Boyle comes from a vastly different culture and environment from those of his “homies.”  

What are some of the reasons why he and his organization have had so much meaningful success 

with some hard to reach people?  Use text from the novel to support your response.   

 

Requirements: Five paragraph essay (minimum) with an introduction, body, conclusion, and a 

clear thesis statement.  Typed essays are preferable; however hand-written essays will be 

accepted.  Hand-written essays must be neat, on 8 1/2' by 11" paper.  Torn out papers from a 

spiral notebook are NOT acceptable.     

 

2. Senior Defense Reflection Paper: Write a 3-5 page reflection paper.  

a. Look at and use the attached Reflection Rubric to help you write as that rubric 

will be how you are graded.  You will have the entire summer to complete this 

assignment.  The paper may be written in the language in which you are the most 

comfortable. 

 

 

Senior Defense Reflection Assignment 
Assignment is for all those students graduating in 2021 

 

Important:  This is a graduation requirement.  You must pass this portion of 

Senior Defense (which will be graded with the provided Reflection Rubric) or you 

will need to rewrite the essay. 

 
Instructions checklist.  Please follow these step by step: 

 

1.  Gather all assignments you have collected that have been graded with a senior defense rubric.  While 

you may choose any assignments that have been graded with one of the rubrics, we suggest you choose 

some of your best work. 

2.  Choose 1 that has been graded with the Research Rubric and is a 6 page research paper (at least). 

3.  Choose 1 assignment that has been graded with the Creativity Rubric. 

4.  Choose from 0-2 additional assignments that have been graded with any of the senior defense rubrics 

(research, creativity, or oral presentation). 

5. Reflect (think deeply and carefully) about those assignments.  Fill out the Artifact Reflection Form for 

each of your artifacts.  Make additional copies of this form as necessary. 

6.  Read the student example reflection paper. 

7.  Write a 3-5 page reflection paper on your chosen assignments.  Look at and use the attached 

Reflection Rubric to help you write as that rubric will be how you are graded.  You will have the entire 

summer to complete this assignment.  The paper may be written in the language in which you are the 

most comfortable. 
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8.  Turn in the paper (hard copy) to your senior year language arts teacher on or before August 21, 2019. 

9.  Save the paper in your Senior Defense folder in Google Drive. 

 

 

Senior Defense Artifact Reflection Form 

Name:         Artifact Name: 

 
SKILLS          WHAT YOU ARE DOING             PROMPTS TO HELP YOUR WRITING 

1.  Competency/Rubric Oral Presentation  𝤿 

 
Creative Expression  𝤿 

 

Research  𝤿  

Define what the competency that you selected 

means.  When you are “doing this competency” 
(oral presentation, creative expression, or 

research), what are you doing? 

 

How did you use this competency when 
completing the artifact?  Be specific and give 

an example.  

2.  
Context 

This is how you introduce the 
artifact by explaining the 

background of the class, the unit, 

and the artifact assignment - TELL 
THE STORY of 

the big ideas and themes that are 

connected to the artifact.  
 

Get inside the mind of your 

teacher.   

 
THINK LIKE YOUR TEACHER.  

What was the Essential Question for the 
unit/assignment?  What were the big 

ideas/topics/themes of the unit? 

 

 

What did the teacher want you to learn and/or 

think about? 
 

 

What was happening in class leading up to the 

artifact?  What were you covering in class? 

3.  

Content 

This is where you show what you 

actually learned during the 

unit...the concepts and key ideas 
that would be on a quiz/test from 

your teacher.  

Think about: 
•Definitions/terms 

•events/people 

•equations, etc. 
 

You also should discuss the 

academic skills you 

learned/practiced in this artifact 
(for example: annotation, finding 

evidence, multiple trials of 

lab, etc.) 
 

ACT LIKE A TEACHER 

What new knowledge did you gain?  What do 

you now know because of this unit/artifact?   

 
Define terms, explain who/what things are, 

give a detailed summary of the text.  Prove 

how smart you are now.  
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4.  
Process 

Here is where you explain the 
steps you took to complete the 

artifact.   

 

Remember, these steps often begin 
well before the artifact was 

officially assigned.  Use your 

resources!  Your notebooks, 
learning targets, strong 

starts, teacher handouts, planners, 

etc. can all help you to recreate 
your process!  

List AND explain the steps you took to 
complete the artifact. 

5.  

Evidence 

Here is where you decide what 

actual 
parts of your own work (essay 

paragraph, color choice, 

hypothesis, data table, equation 

solution) will serve as evidence of 
what you are saying 

about this artifact. You  need to 

use “quotes” from your own work 
just as you use quotes from others 

in your essay.  

What part of the artifact serves as evidence of 

you doing the competency, learning the 
content, or demonstrating the leadership skill?   

 

 

How does this evidence prove that you can 
apply the skill or the content?  

6. Connections - World How can you use what you learned 
in this artifact (any part of the 

learning) to help you to figure out 

the real world?  

How can you connect and apply learning from 
the artifact to an explanation of the world 

around you?  

7. Connections - Class How can you use what you learned 

in this artifact (any part of the 

learning) in another 
class or area of the 

school?  

How can you connect and apply learning from 

the artifact from one area of study or academic 

class to another?  

8.  
Leadership Skills  

21st Century Leadership Skills: 
A. Think Critically  

B. Creative New Ideas 

C. Communicate Powerfully 
D. Collaborate Effectively 

 

Make sure that you give 
SPECIFIC 

EXAMPLES of how you 

used/applied the Leadership Skill.  

How did you use one of the 21st Century 
Leadership Skills while completing this 

project?  

9. 

Growth and 

Improvements 

This is where you talk about what 

you got better at doing through 

completing this artifact.  

 

How did you grow as a student through this 

artifact? 

 

What are your next steps in order to continue to 
improve?  
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Brag a little (but be able to back 
that up 

with examples)!  Then discuss 

how you can continue to work on 

things that were not as successful 
as you would have hoped. 

 

PASADENA UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

Senior Defense Assessment:  

Reflection-Written Communication Rubric 

Scoring 

Domain 

Does not Meet Standard Meets Standard Exceeds 
Standard 

(Pass with 

Distinction) 

✔ 

Metacognition/ 
Growth 

• May begin to explain the 
learning processes 

• Briefly mentions his/her 

growth and successes 

• May begin to acknowledge 

areas where future growth 

and/or cognitive growth and 

development are needed and to 

some degree discusses some 

general ideas to manage their 

needs 

  Explains the learning processes 
and degree of effectiveness that 

he/she utilized  

  Recognizes and discusses 

his/her growth, accomplishments, 

and successes 

  Acknowledges areas where 

future growth and/or cognitive 

growth and development are 

needed and discusses a concrete 

plan/strategy to manage their needs 

 

Connections • May begin to connect some 

learning from one area of study 

or life experience to another 

• Connects learning to at least 

one of the Graduate Profile 

skills 

• Briefly makes a general 

connection between the 

learning from High School 

projects/ assignments/artifacts 

and the world outside of school
  

  Connects and applies learning 

from one area of study or point of 

view to another 

  Thoroughly demonstrates 

evidence of the use and application 

of at least three Graduate Profile 

skills 

  Explains how learning from this 

project/assignment/artifact helps 

him/her to understand the world in 

a new way 

 

Analysis • May begin to explain how the 

learning experience is related 

to the discipline by mentioning 

future careers and professions 

• May begin to provide some 

evidence to support an 

argument/thesis  about 

him/herself as a learner 

  Explains how the learning 

experience has developed the 

ability for him/her to think like a 

professional, with expertise in a 

particular area  (scientist, a 

researcher, an artist, etc..) 

  Provides appropriate and 

consistent evidence to support an 
argument/thesis about him/herself 

as a learner 
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Organization • Some ideas are developed and 

logically sequenced but the 

thread of the overall paper for 

their defense may get lost 

sometimes  

• Inconsistent use/lack of 

transitions may result in 

disconnected ideas 

  Ideas are developed and 

logically sequenced so that the 

audience can follow the thread 

throughout the entire paper for 

their defense 
  Transitions connect ideas 

 

Language Use • Demonstrates simplistic syntax 

and word choice 

• Language and tone inconsistent 

and/or informal 

• Is generally free of distracting 

errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics 

  Demonstrates complex syntax 

and effective word choice 

  Language and tone are 

appropriate to the purpose and 

audience 

  Is generally free of distracting 

errors in grammar, usage, and 
mechanics 

 

 

IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

• Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, 

friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

• Personal and cultural expression – An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, 

extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.   

• Orientation in space and time – An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal 

histories; homes and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; 

the relationships between, and the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from 

local and global perspectives.   

 

 

COMMON CORE STANDARDS ADDRESSED: 

 

Reading for Literature: Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their 

development over the course of the text, including how they interact and build on one another to 

produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. Analyze how an author's 

choices concerning how to structure specific parts of a text contribute to its overall structure and 

meaning as well as its aesthetic impact. Use context as a clue to the meaning of a 

word or phrase. 

 
ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

• The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

• This is a required assignment for your 12th grade language arts class 

• This is not an extra credit assignment 

• An in-class essay will follow this due date to further assess your knowledge of the 

required texts and Common Core Standards addressed in this assignment. 

• Complete your work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  Your teacher will provide 

that information after school starts. 
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• Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still 

required to complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional 

provisions to this policy if the student entered school after the first day; however, this 

assignment is still mandatory 

• This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period 

 

 

Questions?  

 

Contact Michael Dakan, 12th Grade English: dakan.michael@pusd.us  

or James Goffred, goffred.james@pusd.us 

 

 


