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Required Reading:  
✓ The Ballad of Huck and Miguel by Tim DeRoche 

 

 

How to Gain Access to Books: 

These books are available for purchase on Amazon, Vroman’s, and at other bookstores. There are 

currently several websites offering free access to ebooks and audiobooks during the Stay at Home 

order.  Below is a list of a few you will want to investigate as soon as possible as many offers will 

expire soon.  Your local library may also have ebooks and audiobooks available. You may want to 

also reach out to Blair students who read these books last year.  They may have a copy they can loan 

you. 

• https://www.getepic.com/ 

• http://esl-bits.net/ 

• https://www.juniorlibraryguild.com/ 
 

Should you have trouble locating a copy of any book, contact Miss McLaughlin via email at 

mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us and she will assist you.   

 

Completing the Assignments: 

 
All work must be completed using your PUSD Google account.  If you do not have a PUSD Google 

account, please complete the work in a personal Google account.  Do not use your previous school 

account as you will need to have access to your work when school resumes.  Your English Language 

Arts teacher will provide you with a way to turn in your assignment when school resumes.  Do not 

share or email the assignment.  Contact your teacher or Miss McLaughlin if you have difficulties 

completing the assignment electronically.   

 
DIRECTIONS:  Complete either number one or two below.  Write the essay as outlined in 

number three.   
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1. You will design two postcards for this novel, the first from the early part of the book, and the second 

from the last part of the book.     In the postcards,  

a. In the messages, the illustrations, the postmarks and stamps show some change in the main 

character.  In other words, show how he or she has developed.  

b. For the picture you may draw or paste a magazine illustration(s) on the back side of the postcard to 

suggest an important place depicted in the book.   

c. Address the card to yourself, writing your own name and address in the appropriate space.  

Imagine you are a friend of the main character and the receiver of the postcard.  Then pretend you 

are a principal character of the book that you have read.  How does she/he usually speak?  What is 

his/her usual reaction to people, places, conflict?  Writing as the main character (using first person 

singular), compose a message to your friend (you) that tells the main character’s reaction to an 

important event happening in the book.  

d. You will do this twice, one postcard from the beginning of the novel, and the other from the 

ending, or close to the end of the novel.   

 

OR  

 

2. First, pick a minimum of five (5) songs you would include on a soundtrack if your selected novel was 

made into a movie.  Design an album cover (using significant pictures, words, and colors) and list the 

songs you would include on the soundtrack.  Attach a brief (1- 1½ page) explanation for your song 

selections.   Next, write a poem (diamante) in which you illustrate the change that occurs in the 

protagonist between the opening and closing events. (How is the character different in the end than 

he/she was in the beginning?).     

 

3. The Essay: Our protagonist, Huck experiences many obstacles, and matures despite of those 

obstacles.  Discuss some of the ways he develops as a character, some of his changes he undergoes 

and what he learns from his experiences.     

 

Requirements: Five paragraph essay (minimum) with an introduction, body, conclusion, and a clear 

thesis statement.  Typed essays are preferable; however hand-written essays will be accepted.  Hand-

written essays must be neat, on 8 1/2' by 11" paper.  Torn out papers from a spiral notebook are NOT 

acceptable.     

Common Core standards addressed in this assignment: 

Reading Standards for Literature 11-12 

1.  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 

inferences drawn from the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

2.  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the 
text, including how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

Writing Standards 11-12 
1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and 

relevant and sufficient evidence. 

(a)  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) 
from alternate or opposing claims and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

(b) Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while 

pointing out the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level 
concerns, values, and possible biases. 
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IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

• Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, 

physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities 

and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

• Personal and cultural expression – An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, 

feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our 

creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.   

• Orientation in space and time – An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes 

and journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between, and 
the interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.   

 

ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

• The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 26, 2020 

• This is a required assignment for your 11th grade language arts class 

• This is not an extra credit assignment 

• Complete your work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  Your teacher will provide that 

information after school starts. 

• Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still required to 

complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional provisions to this policy 

if the student entered school after the first day; however, this assignment is still mandatory 

• This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period 

 

 

Questions?  
 

Contact   

 

Christine McLaughlin, Department Chair:  mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us 

 


