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You have been recommended for AP/IB English for the 2019-2020 school year.  It is a privilege and a 
great achievement to be accepted into AP/IB English. Your placement in the class is contingent upon 
the completion of this summer reading assignment.  If you do not complete this assignment, you 
will not be allowed to enroll in this course.  

Required Reading: 
  

 MYTHOLOGY  by Edith Hamilton 

 *THE BIBLE, selected books (Genesis, Exodus, Judges, Matthew, Luke, John) 

 The Ballad of Huck and Miguel by Tim DeRoche 
 
*It is important to note that the selected readings from The Bible have not been selected to promote belief in a particular faith, 
but to understand the significance of their influence in early American society and writings. However, if you object to your 
child reading this very significant work, two alternate texts from the Classical Greek tradition can be substituted: Antigone 
and Oedipus Rex by Sophocles. Please note that both alternate texts are required.  

Novels are available for purchase during the Vroman’s/Blair Book Fair the week of 
May 5th.   Voucher required - help raise funds to support Blair’s Book Club.  Contact 

Miss McLaughlin, if you require assistance in locating these selections.  mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us 
 

In keeping with our IB Academic Honesty policy, do not resort to plagiarism by using any 

study guides such as SparkNotes or the like for your responses. That will result in your 

assignment receiving a zero, and no opportunity to re-submit. 
 

DIRECTIONS: 

The purpose of reading Mythology and selected texts from The Bible is to give you a working knowledge of 
Classical Mythology and major Biblical stories. These are important in that many literary works draw on or 

refer to these texts. However, without a proper understanding of these texts, it is almost impossible to perceive 

when they are being alluded to in other works, and, therefore, proper comprehension is compromised.  

MYTHOLOGY  

This is an overview of Classical Greek, Roman and Norse mythology. Hamilton translates and summarizes 
many works from these traditions and offers them in simple prose form. Please be aware that these stories are 

based on the works of many authors and are complete works all by themselves-many of which you may have 

already read.  

Your assignment for this book is the following: 

1. The “Table of Contents” of this book is in outline form. Replicate (ie copy) the “Table of Contents” as 

your outline, but as you read each ROMAN NUMERAL, write a brief (50-75 words) summary of the 

material included in that ROMAN NUMERAL. If done properly, your outline of this text will include a 

little over 20 brief summaries. 
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2. Make a list of all the major Greek/Roman and Norse deities—gods and goddesses—and write a one 

paragraph description of each. 

 

The Ballad of Huck and Miguel by Tim DeRoche 
 

In a short essay (2-3 pages), answer the following prompt: 

"And after all, our surroundings influence our lives and characters as much as fate, destiny, or any supernatural 
agency."   

                                Pauline Hopkins, Contending Forces 

In an essay discuss how the cultural, physical, or geographical surroundings shape psychological or moral 

traits in a character. Then write an essay, using details from the novel, in which you analyze how surroundings 

affect this character and illuminate the meaning of the work as a whole.  Do not merely summarize. 

.THE BIBLE 

The Bible is extremely influential in early American Literature and as a foundation for societal beliefs. The 

books that you have been asked to read from The Bible are the ones that are most frequently referred to in 
other works of literature. Please read each of the required books in their entirety and write a brief description 

(25-50 words) for each of the items listed below: 

Genesis: 
Abraham 

Adam & Eve 

Cain 

Canaan 

Creation 

Esau 

Eve 

Garden of Eden 
Isaac 

Jacob & Rachel 

Jacob’s ladder 

Jacob’s pottage 

Joseph 

Land of Nod 

Lot 

Lot’s wife 

Noah’s Ark 

Noah’s Dove 

Promised Land 

Serpent 

Sodom & Gomorrah 

Tower of Babel 

Tree of Knowledge 

 

Exodus: 

Ark of the Covenant 

Israelites 

Land of Milk & Honey 

Miriam 

Moses 

Plagues of Egypt 

Red Sea 
 

Judges: 

Devil 

Jephthah’s daughter 

Samson & Delilah 

Soloman 

 

Luke: 

Abraham’s bosom 

Gabriel 

Good Samaritan 

Jesus 

Lazarus 

Mary Magdalene 

Prodigal Son 

 

John: 

Bethesda 

Doubting Thomas 

Lamb of God 

 

 

Matthew: 

Hell  

Herod 

Judas 

Magi 

Pharisee 

Pontius Pilate 

Salom

 

ANTIGONE AND OEDIPUS REX BY SOPHICLES 

If you have chosen to read these works instead of selections from The Bible, please write a three page (750-
1000 words) plot summary of EACH of these plays. Include descriptions of main characters, conflict, rising 

action, climax, and resolution (a total of 6-7 pages of writing).  
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Common Core Standards Addressed in this Assignment: 

Reading Standards for Literature 11-12 
1.  Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from 

the text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 
2.  Determine two or more themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including how 
they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective summary of the text. 
5.  Analyze how an author's choice concerning how to structure specific parts of a text (e.g., the choice of where to begin or end a 
story, the choice to provide a comedic or tragic resolution) contribute to its overall structure and meaning as well as its aesthetic 
impact. 

Writing Standards 11-12 
1.  Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 
(a)  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or 
opposing claims and create an organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 
(b) Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the 
strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates the audience's knowledge level concerns, values, and possible biases. 

 

IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

 Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; personal, physical, 

mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including families, friends, communities and cultures; 

rights and responsibilities; what it means to be human. 

 Personal and cultural expression – An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and express ideas, feelings, 

nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our 

appreciation of the aesthetic.   

 Orientation in space and time – An inquiry into orientation in place and time; personal histories; homes and 

journeys; the discoveries, explorations and migrations of humankind; the relationships between, and the 

interconnectedness of, individuals and civilizations, from local and global perspectives.   
 

ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

 The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 14, 2019 

 This is a required assignment for your 11
th
 grade AP/IB class 

 This is not an extra credit assignment 

 Any and/or all of these works are subject to testing in August. 

 Students may choose to do this work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  Your teacher will 

provide that information after school starts.  

 Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still required to 

complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional provisions to this policy 

if the student entered school after the first day; however, this assignment is still mandatory 

 This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period 

 

Questions?  
Contact  Ms. Magdalena Reyes-Rothner, 11

th
 Grade AP/IB English: 

reyesrothner.magdalena@pusd.us  


