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Required Reading:  
 The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisnernos  AR 4.5, 3 points  
 An appropriate AR book of your choice 

 

Novels are available for purchase during the Vroman’s/Blair Book Fair the week 
of May 5th.   Voucher required - help raise funds to support Blair’s Book Club.  
Contact Miss McLaughlin, if you require assistance in locating these selections.  
mclaughlin.christine@pusd.us 
 

DIRECTIONS for The House on Mango Street 

Write an essay answering the following prompt: 

What has a greater impact in how you connect to a piece of literature, your culture or your 

personal experiences?  Are there universal themes that cross-culture in literature? What are 

some of the themes (or stories) that emerged in this text that you connected with on a personal 

level? Be sure to cite specific examples the text, explain your connection (or lack of) and how 

this relates to your overall thesis/argument. 

Your essay must: 

 be 500-750 words 

 typed or written in black or blue ink; 

 be double-spaced and in Times New Roman or Courier New font, 12pt size (if typed); 

 include a thesis and attention to organization; and, 

 cite specific examples from the text with an explanation as to how these examples relate 

to the prompt.  

DIRECTIONS for the book of your choice:  Create a poem of approximately 20-30 lines.   

Your poem doesn't have to rhyme, but it should reflect the theme of the book you selected.  

Common Core Standards Addressed: 

Reading for Literature: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text 

says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to 

support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including 

determining here the text leaves matters uncertain. Determine a theme or central idea of a text and 
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analyze in detail its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped 

and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text. Determine two or more 

themes or central ideas of a text and analyze their development over the course of the text, including 

how they interact and build on one another to produce a complex account; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

Writing: Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or texts, using valid 

reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
 

IB AREAS OF TEACHING AND LEARNING IN A GLOBAL CONTEXT: 

 Identities and relationships – An inquiry into the nature of the self; beliefs and values; 

personal, physical, mental, social and spiritual health; human relationships including 

families, friends, communities and cultures; rights and responsibilities; what it means to 

be human. 

 Personal and cultural expression – An inquiry into the ways in which we discover and 

express ideas, feelings, nature, culture, beliefs and values; the ways in which we reflect 

on, extend and enjoy our creativity; our appreciation of the aesthetic.   

 

ASSIGNMENT SPECIFICATIONS: 

 The Summer Reading Project is due Wednesday, August 21, 2019 

 This is a required assignment for your 9
th
 grade language arts class. 

 This is not an extra credit assignment. 

 Students may choose to do this work in Google Docs and submit electronically.  

Your teachers will provide that information after school starts. 

 Students will either take a quiz on these texts or write an in-class essay after the due 

date. 

 Those students registered during the summer months and/or are new to Blair are still 

required to complete this assignment by the given date. The teacher may make additional 

provisions to this policy if the student entered school after the first day; however, this 

assignment is still mandatory. 

 This assignment will count as 10% of the first 5-week grading period. 
 

 

Questions?  
Contact Rene Rodriguez, 9

th
 Grade English Teacher: rodriguez.rene@pusd.us 


