Family Letter
September 2021

A Message from the Associate Superintendent of Specialized
Student Support, Dr. Villegas
Dear PUSD Families,
I want to take a moment to welcome you to the 2021-2022 school year.
There is no question this is an historic school year as we continue to deal
with the changing conditions in the world. I want to thank you for having
the trust in our schools to work with your precious student. I have had a
chance to visit most of the campuses and I can see how much students
are so happy to be in school and how they are making connections with
their teachers and their friends. More than ever, we are committed to
providing your student with a safe environment and an accelerated
program that will help meet the individualized needs of each of the
students.
We would like to take the moment to thank you for all of your efforts during the pandemic year last
year and for working with us to improve the programs that we set for student success. Though there
are some uncertainties with the Delta Variant, we want to reassure you that your child’s IEP team
remains central and core to the decision making of our students with IEP's . Our staff welcomes
families as partners and we encourage families to reach out if there are questions or concerns. As
always, your child’s case carrier or teacher is always the best place to start because that is ultimately
where the decisions are made. Rest assured that our staff of special educators are committed to
collaborative relationships with families and to develop strong methods of communication.
One way in which we are hoping to build our communication channels is through this newsletter,
which we'll send out every other month. In this newsletter, we will let you know of our most relevant
news, our calendar events, and useful resources that might help you and your family during this year
of healing and transition.
As stated in the postcard we sent to you a couple of weeks ago, we are excited to Reset , Reengage
and Reignite learning for all students. While this year may be challenging, we will work together to
overcome all of our obstacles.
Sincerely,
Marco A. Villegas, Ph.D.

Associate Superintendent
Specialized Student Support

Event Spotlight
ESY Talent Show
This month's highlight was a wonderful musical extravaganza that took
place at the closing of Summer School. Mr Marvin Hatchett put together
an event that allowed students to sing, perform and play instruments.
One highlight was a stage full of drummers, playing "We Will Rock You"!
We were moved by the sheer amount of talent and creative energy that both our staff and our
students expressed during this incredible showpiece. Congratulations to all of the team that made this
happen! It was an incredible experience.

Resource Spotlight
5 Tips for Transitioning Back to School
After a full year (and then some!) of remote learning, it can be pretty hard to transition into the
demands of day-to-day in-person schooling. Here are five tips that you can use during this time:
1. Plan Ahead. Review the district's safety plan so there aren't any surprises. Make emergency plans
for slip-ups, such as losing or breaking a mask or forgetting to wash hands. Prepping in advance is
safe and the practice of routines can be better for young, learning minds.
2. Make a safe space for communication. Make space to talk to your children about their fears,
hopes, and worries. Giving kids a routine conversational space to discuss their thoughts and feelings
can help them reflect and problem-solve.
3. Talk to us. Share your concerns and questions with the district, schools, or teachers by reaching out
and communicating to us. You can also join different community groups, such as the PTSA or the CAC
to help find community support and learn more about our practices and plans.
4. Be Consistent. In a time of turbulent change, it is best to remain as stable as possible for children.
Make use of some consistency rules, like setting up routines and structure for your children at home,
or making use of visual schedules that can be manipulated to help practice flexibility in any plans that
you might make.
5. Remember: change is not linear. Improvement is not linear, either. We have great days--we also
have bad ones. During turbulent times, such as transitions, these ups and downs are more apparent.
We have to accept that some days will be better than others. Develop a positivity practice and
remember to forgive yourself and others for the harder days.
Some links:
Safe Space and Resilience Tips by The Umbrella Project
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Visual Schedules

Independent Study
If you feel that your child should not currently attend school at this
time for health or safety reasons, a student with an IEP can be
considered for Independent Study. However, AB 130 did not make
any change to the existing law that a student with an IEP can only
be considered for Independent Study if the IEP team agrees that
the student will access the curriculum, gain educational benefit
and meet educational goals.
If you feel that Independent Study may be right for your child, please
contact the case manager and have an IEP meeting scheduled,
keeping in mind that the IEP team may take up to thirty days to
respond to the request.

Regional Center
Regional Centers are non-profit, private corporations that contract
with the Department of Developmental Services to provide supports
to people with developmental disabilities.
Regional Centers can help plan, access, coordinate and monitor
services. Some of the services and supports include:
Information and referral
Counseling
Assistance in using community resources
Training and educational opportunities for families and
individuals
Community Education
and more!
There are two local Regional Centers in the area:
1. Frank D. Lanterman Regional Center
2. San Gabriel/Pomona Regional Center

Event Calendar:
Join the CAC!
Want to get involved? Join the CAC!
The CAC (Community Advisory Committee) is a group that consists of parents, staff, and community
members who are interested in learning more about special education programs at PUSD. Get involved
and learn how to support our students. Your input and expertise are extremely valuable to us.

Our meetings are on Mondays once a month from 6-8 PM, with Spanish translations provided. Click
here to learn more.
Other links:
Canvas Page
Flyer

Click here to join the October 18th CAC meeting!

Aug 25-Sept 30:
Back to School
Night

September 24:
Staff Dev't /
Pupil-Free Day

Please see your schools to
find out more information.

Students do not attend
school.

October 18: CAC
Meeting.
CAC monthly meetings are
held from 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
virtually.

Contact Us!
Questions, comments, concerns, or a story you'd like to share? Let us know by clicking here.

Service. Professionalism. Efficiency. Determination.

