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Classes Dive into Depths of Knowledge
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UCI researcher demonstrates how to use the plankton nets for collecting samples
of the target plankton species.
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By Joseph Balogh
Students in Mr. Rosa’s
Biology, Chemistry, and
middle school science classes
went to Crystal Cove Marine
Protected Area (MPA) to
monitor sea life off of
Newport Harbor in Orange

County, last November. They
left the harbor on a fishing
boat equipped with
computers, underwater
cameras, plankton nets, and
water collection tubes for
use in data collection.
The Crystal Cove Alliance, a

During their presentation, Nick, Ariana, and Salma describe their
data collection technique to the rest of the students

nonprofit partner of the
Crystal Cove State Park
dedicated to preserving the
Crystal Cove, hosted the
students and taught them
how to collect data that is
used by researchers at the
University of California,
Irvine. Members of the Alliance, university researchers
from UCI, and graduate
students accompanied
Rosa’s classes on the boat to
assist them in their research.
The student researchers
were divided into three
groups that included monitoring and photographing
the fish, collecting plankton
samples, and monitoring
water quality.
Continued on page 3
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STUDENTS AT WORK IN ART
CLASS

“Students were able

into practice in the

Guest artist, Simone, from the Pasadena Armory
of the Arts, has been teaching art classes to CIS
students since the end of November. Students
have learned basic art skills, including drawing
various font styles.

field and learned what

Pictured from above left (going clockwise): Tara

it is like to take on the

(Center): Daisy and Steven

to put classroom
theory and knowledge

(Immediate left) Nick, Simone, and Candice

role of a researcher.”

Koko’s Counseling Center Corner

Financial Aid Checklist


Create Federal Student
AID IDs (parents also
need one)



Determine if CSS/
Financial Aid Profile is
needed with colleges
you’re seeking
admission to



Dream Act application
available for
undocumented
applicants

February
6th—ACT
17th-ASPA Oratory Contest($100 scholarships available).
See Mr. Quaranta, Mrs. Stowers, and Mrs. Phillips if
interested.
23rd—Free CAP SAT Prep class at PHS (get application
early. Deadline to apply is Feb. 9th)
Seniors come in for grad-check to see if you’re on target
for graduation.
March
2nd– FAFSA application due
5th-SAT

CIS

ACADEMY

NEWS

VOLUME

I,

ISSUE

3

PAGE

Continued from page 1
Alliance
The group collecting photographic and video
data on the target fish species with a GoPro
camera, needed to see if the six species of fish,
Senoritas, Blacksmiths, Half-moons, Sheephead,
Kelp Bass, and Garibaldi were present. The
camera was lowered to three different depths
near the kelp forest in the area in the water in
order to record the fish activity and collect data.
The second group searched for nine species of
plankton, which are microscopic organisms. The
plankton group used plankton nets to collect
three samples and examine them under a
microscope, looking for the presence or absence
of certain species.
(Above) UCI grad student demonstrates how to use the water quality
testing equipment to our students

The third group, which was comprised of mostly Chemistry students,
monitored water quality by measuring salinity, temperature, and pH
of various water samples. The data from all of the groups were sent
to UC Irvine’s Center for Environmental Biology and State Park
Resource managers in order for them to make future decisions about
the management of the underwater marine park.
Students thought the trip was educational and fun. It provided them
an opportunity to act as real scientists, collecting data that is currently being used at UCI by researchers who are studying strategies for
preserving marine ecosystems. Students were able to put classroom
theory and knowledge into practice in the field and learned what it is
like to take on the role of a researcher.

(Above) Frances collects a plankton sample after
students bring in the plankton nets

(Right) Day records data for one of the plankton groups
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CIS Academy is proud to have started its newsletter as a
way to showcase student work and school happenings.
Our school is an Independent Study High School that
provides a strong academic foundation with multiple

Getting it DONE!

CIS ACADEMY
2925 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107
(626)396-5883

pathways to graduation, develops life-long learners, and
helps students become responsible participants in a
culturally diverse democratic society.
If you have any news ideas you would like published in the
newsletter, please contact Mrs. Phillips (626)396-5883
ext. 84727 or email at phillips.olivia@pusd.us.

STUDENT RECEIVES PRESTIGIOUS AWARD
Adam Rice has soared to new heights

earning the prestigious Eagle Scout
Rank from the Boys Scout of America.
To qualify for the award, boy scouts
must earn 21 merit badges in various
discipline areas such as physical
fitness, citizenship, personal finance,
first aid, and more. Rice exceeded the
requirements and earned 24 badges.
Throughout his service and commitment to his troop for over five
years, Rice participated in various activities that taught him about
self-discipline and life-skills. His final project was to complete 100
hours of volunteer work. He chose to work at a Military Vehicle
Museum in Rosemead where he cataloged books in the library and
assisted with other jobs.
The boy scout experience has armed Rice with lifelong skills that
he’ll be able to apply to all facets of life. Congratulations, Adam.

CLASSROOM SPOTLIGHT
Students in Mr. Quaranta’s English 4
classes are currently reading Cesar
Milan’s, Be the Pack Leader. Student
discussions revolve around the theme of
calm-assertive leadership.
Students were required to write about
emotional contagion (emotions spread
to one another through close contact).
Here, we take a look at one of four
discussion forums as explained by a
student.
Isabel Arana writes:
Emotional contagion is when others’
emotions get attached to you. It is like
catching a contagious disease. One
recent experience was when a few of my
friends were sad. I was excited to go to
the movies so I invited them and they got
excited too. Another example was when I
was excited to go out with my family but
then my mother got really sick, which
made her upset. Then, we all felt upset
that we couldn’t go anywhere with her
so we stayed home to look after her.

