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HOSA Regional Leadership Conference
Student members of the CIS
HOSA chapter and Ms. Curtin
of CIS’s Medical Arts
Program attended the
Cal-HOSA Regional Leadership Conference at West LA
College in October, where
they were able to meet and
network with members of
other HOSA chapters in the
Southern California Region 4
HOSA district.
Daniel Lopez, a senior at CIS,
was one of the three
candidates who campaigned
for the position of Cal-HOSA
Vice President.
Throughout the day,
students were able to
participate in many group
activities and workshops
aimed at developing
leadership and teamwork
qualities. The workshop options included

the West L.A. College Dental Program
Tour and the HOSA Chapter Leadership workshop, where the Presidents,
VPs, Treasurers, and Secretaries of
each HOSA chapter interacted with
one another and discussed how to
make their HOSA chapters better, and
offered advice to other members on
how to improve HOSA meetings.

After lunch, the HOSA
vice presidential candidates made their
speeches and voting
delegates from each
chapter voted on their
choices. CIS’s Daniel
Lopez received the
second greatest
amount of votes of the
three candidates. This
opportunity was an
incredibly enriching
opportunity for CIS
Academy students.
Next step for our HOSA
students is the state
convention in Anaheim,
California where they
will compete against
students from across
the state.

CIS Joins the Marathon Food Drive

The food drive kicked-off at 11AM on
Saturday, November 21st and ended
at 11 AM on Sunday, November 22nd
at PCC .

This was the first year that CIS students joined Pasadena
City College’s efforts in the Million Meals Marathon Food
Drive, which collects non-perishable food for families and
pets in need. Food will be donated to the LA Regional Food
Bank and the Pasadena Humane Society and SPCA.
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Thanksgiving Reflections
“I’m thankful for my
mother, family, and
the many blessings
to come”
Rocio Paz, 16

“I’m thankful for having a roof over my
head, never having an
empty plate, and for
my family and friends”

“I’m honestly

“One thing I am honestly
thankful for is CIS because
it has given me an opportunity to get an education
and recover my missing
credits. Another reason
I’m thankful for CIS is for
their Global Health program which has taught me
many things these past
few months. For those things, I am truly grateful.”
Miriam Reza, 16

“Music”

Rachel Medina, 16

thankful for CIS

Manuel Carmona, 17

because it has
given me an
opportunity to get
an education and
recover my missing
credits.”
Miriam Reza,16

More Thanksgiving Reflections
“I am thankful for fish. Fish were the first
step in all modern life. Fish were the first
tetrapod, or animals with four limbs. You
have four limbs , as well. So when you thank
someone for the way your are, don’t thank
your parents, thank the fish.”
Joseph Balogh, 14
“I’m grateful for Gucci Mane.”
Richard Espinoza, “16 years young”

Koko’s Counseling Center Corner
IMPORTANT DATES

December 15th-18th—
Finals week and shortened
days

On January 14th, 2016 there
will be two financial aid workshops
First session: 9 a.m.-noon

8th-senior registration PCC

December 21st 2015January 3th 2016—Winter
Break

9th- Javier Carbajal from PCC
will be on campus

January 4th—First day of
school

December
5th-SAT exam

12th– ACT exam
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Second session: 6:30 p.m.-9
p.m.
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Recognition: What Makes Our Principal Great?
By Axel Gonzalez, Senior
Innovative, compassionate,
respected, and a visionary—
these words describe our
principal, Jack Loos. Mr. Loos is
constantly asking us, "What can
we do together to improve our
school, our classrooms, and our
students' learning?" When it
comes to individual students, we
are encouraged to ask not, "How
can this student be stopped
from causing problems?" but
rather, "What can I do to help
this student overcome his or her
difficulties?" The focus is always
on the students and how we, as
dedicated professionals, can
work together to make a difference in their lives.
Mr. Loos has created a powerful
community of learners among

the students and among the
teachers. When I asked the
question, “What makes our
principal great?” the following
responses were made by students and teachers:
“His warm heart and willingness
to freely give praise and
supportive advice make him a
positive role model.”
“He will never say no to doing
good, and there is too much
good to be done.”

The students in Mrs. Stowers’ English class created an
acrostic poem, PRINCIPAL, to summarize Mr. Loos:

“As much as he cares about
education, he cares about lives
more. He is a servant—and the
best principal I've ever known.

Positive
Resourceful

Everybody knows that Mr. Loos
genuinely cares about kids,
teachers, and the wider CIS
school community.

Innovative
Nurturing
Coach
Inspiring
Proactive
Accomplished
Leader

Day of the Dead and Halloween Festivities

Pictured below (from left to right): Ms. Pacheco, Mr. Daravi, and
Counselor Koko got into the Halloween Spirit last month and
dressed up as an Aztec princess, gangster, and hobo, respectively.
Koko also treated the students to Halloween candies all week.

Pictured Above: Day of the Dead Altar
Students in Mrs. Stowers’s English class created an altar honoring
relatives or friends who have perished. Students wrote messages
on index cards and placed them on the altar along with other
symbolic objects.
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CIS Academy is proud to have started its newsletter as a way to showcase student work and
school happenings. Our school is an Independent Study High School that provides a strong

Getting it DONE!

CIS ACADEMY
2925 E. Sierra Madre Blvd.
Pasadena, CA 91107
(626)396-5883

academic foundation with multiple pathways to
graduation, develops life-long learners, and
helps students become responsible participants
in a culturally diverse democratic society
If you have any news ideas you would like published in the newsletter, please contact Mrs.
Phillips (626)396-5883 ext. 84727 or email at
phillips.olivia@pusd.us.

New Elective Classes Offered
ART CLASS

CIS students who have
enrolled in the art class
this semester, have an
opportunity to receive
instruction from art professionals from the Armory for the Arts Center
in Pasadena. The art classes will be held every
Friday from noon-2:30
p.m. in Room C for 15
weeks. Classes began November13th.
Professional teaching artists are placed into various schools and teach
programs that are customized to students’ instructional needs.
By the end of the program, CIS students who had no prior art skills will
be able to draw and understand art basics. Students will receive elective
credit upon completion of the class.

SPANISH CLASS

CIS would like to welcome Susana
Porras, a former CIS substitute
teacher, to our campus. Ms.
Porras was hired as a Spanish
teacher to help our students meet
their world language
requirements.
She will be on campus Monday
through Friday from 8 a.m.-9:30
a.m. and Fridays 8 a.m.– 11 a.m.
in Room A.
Porras is fluent in three
languages: English, Spanish, and
French.

