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Back to School Night
Jen Dimas, Orchestra Director
Per. 1 & Per. 2
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Hello Blair Families! This is Mr. Ibarra, Mrs. McGinnis, and Dr. Perez, the proud admin team 
of Blair Middle & High School. We would first like to thank everyone for their patience and 
understanding during this unprecedented time. Thank you for giving us time to work 
through and develop the best plan possible for the start of the new school year.

We are excited that all of our Blair families get to meet our AWESOME teachers tonight! We 
are confident they will walk you through what distance learning looks like in their 
classrooms and what their expectations for success are for your student/s.

Also, as we continue to move forward with distance learning (hopefully short term), we 
believe the success of virtual learning will largely rely on the partnerships between our 
teachers and families. Let’s work together to make this year innovative, engaging, 
enjoyable, and meaningful for all of our students. 

Welcome Back



IB Through music, students will develop their knowledge and skill as 
musicians.

Students will create, participate in, and reflect upon music from a 
variety of backgrounds while developing practical communication 
skills giving them an opportunity to engage in music for further 
study, and I genuinely hope, a lifetime of enjoyment. 

It is my belief that music is the most powerful social-emotional 
connection tool we possess as human beings. It is necessary at all 
times in life, and it is my joy and pleasure to be given the gift of 
teaching music to children of all ages. 
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Meet 
Mrs. Dimas

I’ve been teaching with PUSD for 10 years, and I’m so excited to start a new 
adventure at Blair! 

I am a Bruin, like my father before me, and my degree is in Music Education. 

I am a cellist, and still perform on my cello with local orchestras. 

When I’m not playing music, I love to read, knit, sew, and teach music to kids 
at the Renaissance Festival. I also love to cook and like to try foods from all 
over the world. 

Besides my wonderful husband, I have 3 children, a dog, six cats, and a leopard 
gecko.



Classroom Norms
Is anything normal anymore?

▰ Show up to scheduled meetings
▰ Camera on if possible
▰ Be Safe
▰ Be Respectful
▰ Be Cooperative
▰ Be Responsible
▰ Be Kind
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Grading Policy
▰ Attendance and Cooperation during Live Meets are part of the grade

▰ If students are unable to attend a scheduled Live Meeting, contact me as soon 
as possible.

▰ Practice and Performance are part of your grade
▰ Students will be playing for me individually
▰ Students  will need to record their part for our virtual concert

▰ Assignments on Canvas are important
▰ Don't skip them
▰ Points for each assignment will be posted with the assignment
▰ Always turn in work, even if it is late.
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Canvas for Parents

▰ You can be an observer in your students’ course!
▰ In a new tab, go to pasadena.instructure.com
▰ Click on “Need a Canvas Account?” in the upper 

right-hand corner
▰ Look for “Parents sign up Here”
▰ Have your student generate a pairing code

Instructions for Parent Sign-up from Canvas
Generate a Pairing Code as a student

7

http://pasadena.instructure.com
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Observer-Guide/How-do-I-sign-up-for-a-Canvas-account-as-a-parent/ta-p/540
https://community.canvaslms.com/t5/Student-Guide/How-do-I-generate-a-pairing-code-for-an-observer-as-a-student/ta-p/418


Getting started with 
Parent/Student Portal

1. Go to the Parent Portal Login Page.
2. Ensure “Parent/Guardian” is selected. Click Next
3. Enter your email and password (twice). Click Next
4. Login to your email and click the “Confirm this Email Address” link. 
5. Click “Return to Login Page and login with your email address and 

password.
6. If you are already LINKED with your student account, DONE!
7. In order to LINK, you need the Student ID #, primary Phone #, and the 

Verification Code (VPC). 8

https://pasadenausd.asp.aeries.net/Student/LoginParent.aspx?page=default.aspx


Contact 
Information

Mrs. Jennifer Dimas

dimas.jennifer@pusd.us

Office Hours: Every afternoon after 
scheduled school time and by specific appt.
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