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Welcome and 
introduction

Who am I? -  Karen Law, Math teacher & IB DP Coordinator

Where Did I come from? - native of Texas, CA Resident for over 30 
years

Educational Background: Mathematics, Computer Science, 
education

Tenure at blair: celebrating the start of my 20th year

Family: Husband and 3 children, all of whom are products of PUSD

Favorite hobbies: reading, cooking, playing piano & singing

Favorite Movie: The Incredibles



Beliefs about 
teaching and 

learning

I believe I should:

● Focus students’ attention on the 
learning v, “the work”

● Teach for understanding v. knowledge
● Encourage deep v. surface learning 

strategies
● Promote independence v. dependence
● Develop a growth v. fixed mindset 



About this course
Nuts & Bolts of  IB 
Math:Applications and 
Interpretation SL

● Created to respond to the increased role of math 
and technology in a variety of fields

● Emphasizes math in context
● use of technology to explore math
● Uses practical problems to develop mathematical 

thinking
● Promotes Ethical conduct and academic honesty



About this course
Nuts & Bolts of  IB 
Math:Applications and 
Interpretation SL

● Curriculum divided into 5 major topics
○ Number and algebra
○ Functions
○ Geometry and trigonometry
○ Probability and statistics
○ Calculus

● 12 foundational concepts emphasized through 
the 5 topics

● Students are assessed both externally and 
internally
○ External assessments (written exams) May 2021/22
○ Internal assessment: mathematical exploration

 



Contact Information
Karen Law

law.karen@pusd.us
626-396-5820 x80217

mailto:law.karen@pusd.us


Questions?


